United States Patent and Trademark Office 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



09/961,126 



09/21/2001 



Stephen R. Schmidt 



4743 7590 05/28/2004 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 
6300 SEARS TOWER 
233 S. W ACKER DRIVE 
CHICAGO, IL 60606 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addica.: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
p n Hmt 1450 

iria. Virginia 22313-1450 
w.uspto.gov 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



PIAZZA CORCORAN, GLADYS JOSEF1NA 



PAPER NUMBER 



1733 

DATE MAILED: 05/28/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application/Control Number: 09/961 ,126 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1733 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) and a submission, filed on March 
29, 2004. The submission, however, is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because: 

a. The amendment filed on March 29, 2004 canceling all claims drawn to the 
elected invention and presenting only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is 
non-responsive (MPEP § 821 .03). The remaining claims are not readable on the 
elected invention because the elected invention is that of apparatus claims 
(Group II) while the claims in the amendment are directed to process claims 
(Group I) as properly restricted in the previous Office Action filed July 2, 2003. 
See MPEP 3 706.07 (h) XIII (10 on the chart) and MPEP 5821 .03. 
Since the submission appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a complete 
reply to the prior Office action, applicant is given a shortened statutory period of ONE 
MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of this letter, whichever is longer, to 
submit a complete reply. This shortened statutory period for reply supersedes the time 
period set in the prior Office action. This time period may be extended pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gladys J Piazza Corcoran whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-1214. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5:30pm (alternate 
Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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